Bitterly haft thou paid, and ftill art paying 
That rigid fcore. Milton’s Agonifes , /. 432. 

3. Sharply ; feverely. 

His behaviour is not to cenfure bitterly the errours of their 
zeal. Sprat. 

Bi'ttern. n.f. [but our, Fr.] A bird with long legs, and a 
long bill, which feeds upon fifh ; remarkable for the noife 
which he makes, ufually called humping. See Bittour. 

The poor fifti have enemies enough, befides fuch unnatural 
fifhennen as otters, the cormorant, and the bittern. Walton . 

So that fcarce 

The bittern knows his time, with bill ingulpht. 

To fnake the founding marfh. Thomfons Spring. 

Bi ttern. n.J'. [from bitter.'] A very bitter liquour, which 
drains oft in making of common fait, and ufed in the prepara- 
tion of Epfom fait. ghdncy. 

Bi'tterness. n.f. [from bitter.] 

1 . A bitter tafte. 

The idea of whitqnefs, or bitternefs , is in the mind, exa&ly 
anfwering that power which is in any body to produce it there. 

Locke. 

2. Malice; grudge; hatred; implacability. 

The bitternefs and animofity between the chief commanders 
was fuch, that a great part of the army was marched. Clarcnd. 

3. Shcirpncfs ; feverity of temper. 

His borrows have fo overwhelm’d his wits. 

Shall we be thus affiidled in his wreaks, 

His fits, his frenzy, and his biiternefs ? Sbahefp. Tit. A?idr. 
Pierpoint and Crew appeared now to have contracted more 
bitternefs and fournefs than formerly, and were more referved 
towards the king’s commiftioners. Clarendon , b. viii. 

4. Satire; piquancy; keennefs of reproach. 

Some think their wits have been afleep, except they dart out 
fomewhat piquant, and to the quick : men ought to find the 
difference between faltnefs and bitternefs. Bacon , EJJ'ay 33. 

5. Sorrow; vexation; affliction. 

There appears much joy in him, even fo much, that joy 
could not fhew itfelf modeft enough, without a badge of bitter- 
nefs. Shakefp. Mach ado about Nothing. 

" They fball mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only fon, 
and fnall be in bitternefs for him, as one that is in bitternefs for 
his firftborn. Zech. xii. 1 o. 

Moft purfue the plcafures, as they call them, of their natures, 
which begin in fin, are carried on with danger, and end in 
bitternefs. Wake’s Preparation for Death . 

I oft, in bitternefs of foul, deplor’d 
My abfent daughter, and my dearer lord. Pope’s Odyffey. 

BiVj ,'ERSWEET. n.f. [from bitter and Jweet.] The name of 
an apple, which has a compound tafte of fweet and bitter. 

It is but a bitterfwect at belt, and the fine colours of the fer- 
pent do by no means make amends for the fmart and poifon of 
his fting. South. 

When I exprefs the tafte of an apple, which we call the 
Utierfweel, none can miftake what I mean. Watts’s Logick . 

BiTtervetch. n-. f. [orobus, Lat.] 

This plant hath a papilionaceous flower, out of whofe em- 
padement rifes the pointal, wrapt up in the membrane, which 
becomes a round pod, full of oval fhaped feeds ; two leaves, 
ioined together, grow upon a rib that terminates in a point. 

J & Millar. 

Ei'ttour. n.f [but our, Fr.] The name of a bird, commonly 
called the bittern . ; [See Bittern.] but perhaps as properly 
bittour. 

Then to the waters brink (lie laid her head ; 

And, as a bittour bumps within a reed. 

To thee alone, O lake, fire faid, I tell. DrydensW. of Bath. 

BituTie. n.f [from bitumen.] Bitumen. See BI I UA'IEN. 

Mix with thefe 

Idaean pitch, quick fulphur, filver’s fpume, 

Sea onion, hellebore, and black bitime. May s V irgil. 

BITIEMEN. n. /.' [Lat.] A fat unHuous matter dug out of 
the earth, or feummed off lakes, as the Afphaltis in Judaea, or 
various kinds ; lbme fo hard as to be ufed lor coals ; others fo 
Mutinous as to ferve for mortar. _ Savary. 

It is reported, that bitumen mingled with lime, and put un- 
der water, will make, as it were, an artificial rock, the fub- 
ftance becometh fo hard. Bacon’s Nat. Hijlory , N° 7 83. 

The fabrick feein’d a work -of rifmg ground, 

With fulphur and bitumen caft between. Dryden’s Fables. 
Bitumen is a body that readily takes fire, yields an oil, and is 
foluble in water. ' Woodward’s Method of Fojfls. 

Bitu'minous. adj. [from bitumen.] Having the nature and 
qualities of bitumen ; compounded or bitumen. 

Naphtha, which was the bituminous moitar ufed in the walls 
of Babylon, grows to an entire and very hard matter, like a 
p t01ie< ' Bacon’s Phyfical Remains. 

The fruitage fair to fight, like that which grew 

Near that bituminous lake, where Sodom flam d. 

Miltons Par. Loft, b. x. /. 562. 

BivaTve. adj. [from bums and valves, Lat.] Having two 
valves or fhutters ; a term ufed of thofc fifh that have two 
fhelk, as oyfters ; and of thole plants whofe feed pods open 


their whole length, to difeharge their feeds, as peas' 

In the cavity lies loofe the (hell of feme fort of bivalve hr. 
get chan could be introduced in at either of thofe holes. * 

t> / . . _ Woodward on FofTilr- 

Bi'zantine. n.f. [more properly fpelt hyzaniine ; from JW* 
Ham.] A great piece of gold valued at fifteen pound, which the 
king offered! upon high feftival days ; it is yet called a bizan 
tine, which anciently was apiece of gold coined by the emne 
~ rc JT s fConftantinople. Camden’s RemJns. 

x - 7° ^what^ughttobekeptfeeret; it ufually implies rather 

tnoughtleiinefs than treachery ; but may be ufed in either fenfe 
T he gaudy, blabbing, and remorfeful day, 

Is crept into the bofom of the fea. Shakefp. Henry VI. 

Thy dues be done, and none left out. 

Ere the blabbing eaftern fcout 
The nice morn on the Indian fteep, 

From her cabin’d loophole peep. Milton 

Nature has made man’s breaft no windores. 

To publifh what he does within doors; 

Nor what dark fecrets there inhabit, 

Unlefs his own rafli folly blab it. Huclibras , p. ii. [[, 

Sorrow nor joy can be difguis’d by art, 

Our foreheads blab the fecrets of our heart. Dryden’s Juv . 

It is unlawful to give any kind of religious worfhip to a crea- 
ture ; but the very indices of the fathers cannot efcape the in- 
dex expurgatorius , for blabbing fo great a truth. Stilling fat. 

Nor whifper to the tattling reeds 
The blackeft of all female deeds ; 

Nor blab it on the lonely rocks, 

Where echo fits, and lift’ning mocks. Swift, 

2. To tell ; in a good fenfe. 

That delightful engine of her thoughts. 

That blabb’d them with fuch pleafing eloquence. 

Is torn from forth that pretty hollow cage. 

Shakefp. Titus Andronim, 
B o Blab. v. n. To tattle ; to tell tales. 

Your mute I’ll be ; 

VV hen my tongue blabs, then let mine eyes not fee. 

Shakefp. Twelfth Night. 
Blab. n.f. [from the verb.] Ateltale; a thoughtld's babbler ; 
a treacherous betrayer of fecrets. 

I he fecret man heareth many confeflions ; for who will open 
himfell to a blab , or babbler ? Bacon , EJfay 6. 

To have reveal’d 

Secrets of man, the fecrets of a friend. 

Contempt and fcorn of all, to be excluded 
All friendfhip, and avoided as^a blab. Milton’s Agoniftes: 
Whoever Jfhews me a very inquifitive body, I’ll fhew him a 
blab , and one that Ihall make privacy as publick as a proclama- 
tion. L’Eftrange. 

I fhould have certainly gone about ftiewing my letters, under 
the charge of fecrecy, to every blab of my acquaintance. 

Swift’s Letters. 

Bla'bber. n.f. [from blab.] A tattler; ateltale. 

To Bla'eber. v. n. To whiftle to a horfe. Skinner . 

BlaTberlipped. Skinner. See Blobberlipped. 

BLACK, adj. [blac, Saxon.] 

1. Of the colour of night. 

In the twilight in the evening* in the black and dark night. 

Prov. vii. 9. 

By Ariftotle it feems to be implied, in thefe problems which 
enquire why the fun makes man black, and not the fire, why it 
whitens wax, yet blacks the fkin. Brown’s Vulgar Errours , 

2. Dark. 

The heaven was black with clouds and wind, and there was a 
great rain. 1 Kings , xviii. 45* 

3. Cloudy of countenance ; fullen. 

She hath abated me of half my train ; 

Look’d black upon me. Shakefp. King Lear. 

4. Horrible ; wicked ; atrocious. 

Either my country never muft be freed. 

Or I confenting to fo black a deed. Dryden’s Indian Empl 

5. Difmal; mournful. 

A dire induction am I witnefs to ; 

And will to France, hoping, the confequence, 

Will prove as bitter, black, and tragical. Shakefp. Rich. IIE 

6. Black and blue ; The colour of a bruife ; a ftripe. 

Miftrefs Ford, good heart, is beaten black and blue , that you 
cannot fee a white fpot about her. Merry Wives of Wind-far. 

And, wing’d with fpeed and fury, flew 
To refeue knight from black and blue. Hudibras , cant. ii. 

Black-erowed. adj. [from black and brow.] Having black 
eyebrows ; gloomy ; difmal ; threatening. 

Come, gentle night ; come, loving, black-brow’ d night, 
Give me my Romeo. Shakefp. Romeo and Juliet. 

Thus v/hen a black-brow’ d guft begins to rife, 

White foam at firft on the curl’d ocean fries, 

Then roars the main, the billows mount the Ikies. ^ 

Dry den, Aineid vii. I 73 ®' 
$ Black- 


B L A 

Black-bryony, n.f [tamnus, Lat.] The name of a plant. 

It is male and female in different plants ; the flowers of the 
male plant confift of one leaf, and are bell fhaped; but thefe 
are barren ; the embryos are produced on the female plants, 
which become oval berries, including roiindifh feeds.^ ^ Thefe 
Hants have no clafpef, as the white bryony hath. I he lpe- 
cies are, 1. The common black-bryony. 2. Black-bryony of Crete, 
o f-rifH W. Hr. Thc firft is rarelv cultivated in gar- 
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with a trifid leaf, He. The firft is rarely cultivated 

11 and is gathered for medi- 
cinal uie. it may uu camy pi updated by lowing the feeds, 
foon after they are ripe, under the ihelter of bufhes ; where, in 
•h* fm-mcr. the Hants will come urn and fpread their branches 


* 

cinal ufe. It may 

foon after they are ripe, uiiuoi luu > > 

the fprino;, the plants will come up, and fpread their 
over the bufhes. Millar. 

Black-cattle. Oxen; bulls; and cows. 

The other part of the grazier’s bufinefs is what we call 
black-cattle , producing hides, tallow, and beef, for exportation. 

Swift. 

Black-earth, n. f. It is every where obvious on the furface 
of the ground, and what we call mould. JVoodw. on Fojftls. 
Black-guard, adj. [from black and guard.] A cailt word a- 
monuft the vulgar ; by which is implied a dirty fellow ; of the 
meaneft kind. 

Let a black-guard boy be always about the houfe, to fend on 
your errands, and go to market for you on rainy days. Swift. 
Black-lead. n.f. [from black and lead.] A mineral found in 
the lead-mines, much ufed for pencils ; it is not fufible, or not 
without a very great heat. 

You muft firft: get your black-lead fharpened finely, and put 
faft into quills, for your rude and firft draught. Peacham. 
Black-mail, n.f A certain rate of money, corn, cattle, or 
other confideration, paid to men allied with robbers, to be by 
them protected from the danger of fuch as ufually rob or fteal. 

Cowel. 

Black-pudding, n.f. [from black and pudding.] A kind of 
food made of blood and grain. 

Through they were lin’d with many a piece 
Of ammunition bread and cheefe, 

And fat black-puddings, proper food 

For warriours that delight in blood. Hudibras, p. i. cant. i. 
Black-rod. n.f. [from black and rod.] The ufher belonging to 
the order of the garter ; fo called from the black rod he carries 
in his hand. He is of the king’s chamber, and likewife ufher 
of the parliament. Cowel. 

Black, n.f [from the adje&ive.] 

1 . A black colour. 

Black is the badge of hell. 

The hue of dungeons, and the fcowl of mo-ht. 

t Shakefp. Love’s Labour Loft. 

Fortheprodu&ion of black, the corpulcles muft be lefsthan 
any of thofe which exhibit colours. Newtons Opticks. 

2. Mourning. 

Rife, wretched widow, rife ; nor, undeplor’d, "i 

Permit my ghoft to pafs the Stygian ford : L 

But rife, prepar’d in black, to mourn thy perifh’d lord. } 

am 1 Dryden’s Fables. 

3. A blackamoor. 

4. That part of the eye which is black. •• 

It fuffices that it be in every part of the air, which is as bio* 
as the black or fight of the eye. Di £ 

o Black, -j. [from the noun.] To make black; to blacken! 

Blacking over the paper with ink, not only the ink would be 
quick y dried up, but the paper, that I could not burn before, 
would be quickly fet on hre ; Boyle on Colours. 

i hen in his fury black’ d the raven o’er. 

And bid him prate in his white plumes no more, 
rj . / , Addtfon’s Ovid’s Met amor hh b. ii 

B ture of f l°M R 'k' ! ' / and A man I by na- 

tuie of a black complexion ; a neoro ^ 

. .IS:;?:,"' •“* - ■ •» - 

“A:?;""?”: L«.j Th, 

It haJi leaves like thofe of the heath ; the flowers are male 
and female, which grow in different parts of the fame plant • 

B thc 

ft A fpecies of bramble ; whicht^ 
'in r '■[' Tlie fruit of the blackberry bufh 

moufe Ten C che°efe' ' NefT^ that 

not provS wo^ ; that ‘^e dogfox Ulyfles, is 

Tbcn lad he fun gtferet, ^ 

And M's th 7 pluck ’ d in derart s wild ’ 

Br a'ckbJo f r rf faUlchion f mil’J- Gay’sPa/l 

Of finrin^hsTit ft ^ 7 hc “ ame of » 

thrulhes, and divers others 10 lnilC S’ S° l, fi n dies , blackbirds, 

a ,„ a 

Voi m i 0f 8 Uack co!o ’m. 


Swift, 


Blefs’d by afpiring wiiids, he finds the ftrand 
Blacken’d by crouds. 

While thc long fuifrals blacken all the way. 


Prions 
Pope . 


2 . To darken: . . 

That little cloud that appear’d at firft to Elijah’s fervant, na 
bigger than a man’s hand, but prefently after grew, and fpread,- 
arid blackened the face of the whole heaven. South 


3. To defame; or make infamous. 

Let us blacken him what we can, faici that ihifcreant Harri- 
fon, of the bleffed king, upon the wording and drawing up his 
charge againft his approaching trial. , South i 

The morals blacken’d, when the writings ’fcape 
The li bell’d perfon, and the pictur’d fhape. Pope'. 

To Blacken, v. n. To grow black. 

The hollow found 

Sung in the leaves, the foreft fhook around, 

Air blacken’d, roll’d the thunder, groan’d the ground. Drydem 
Bea'ckish. adj. [from black.] Somewhat black. 

Part of it all the year continues in the form of a blackijh 
oil. Boyle i 

BlaAkmoor. n. ft. [ft om black and Moor.] A negro; 

The land of Chus makes no part of Africa ; nor is it the ha- 
bitation of blackmoors ; but the country of Arabia, efpecially the 
happy andftony. Brown s Vulgar Errours, b. vi. c. II. 

Adore to weft 

The realm of Bacchus to the blacbnoor fea. Par. Reg. b. iv 0 - 
Bla'ckness. n.f. [from black.'] 

1. Black colour. 

Bla.Ckncfs is only a difpofition to abforb, or ftifle, without re- 
flection, moft of the rays of every fort that fall on the bodies. 

Locke’s Elements of Natural Philofophy, c. lu 
There would emerge one or more very black fpots, and, 
within thofe, other fpots of an intenfer blacknefs. Newt. Opt . 
His tongue, his prating tongue, had chang’d him quite. 
To footy blacknefs from the pureft white. Addifon’s Ovid 1 

2. Darknels. 

His faults in him feem as the fpots of heav’n, 

More fiery by night’s blacknefs. Shakefp. Ant. and Cleopatra . 
Blacksmith, n.f. [from black and Jhiith.] A fmith that works 
in iron ; fo called from being very finutty. 

The black fnith may forge what he pleafes. Howel’s E. Tears.’ 
Shut up thy doors with bars and bolts ; it will be impofflble 
for the black fnith to make them fo faft, but a cat and a whorc- 
mafter will find a way through them. Spectator, N° 200 

BlaCktail. n.f. [from black and tail.] A fifh; a kind of 
perch, by fome called ruff's, or popes. See Pope. Diff. 

Bla ck thorn, n.f. [from black and thorn.] The fame with 
the floe. See Plum, of which it is a fpecies. ' 

Bla'dder. n.f [blabbpe, Saxon ; blader, Dutch.] v 

I. That veffel in the body which contains the urine. 

The bladder fhould be made of a membranous fubftance* and 
extremely dilatable for receiving and containing the urine 
till an opportunity of emptying it. Ray on the Creatid. 

mad S<>ften r - ,ledw ' lth wirid > t0 which allufioils are frequently 

That huge great body which the giant bore. 

Was vanquifh-d quite, and of that monftrous Inal's 
Vas nothing left, but like an empty bladder was. Fairy 9 
but moderately filled with air, and ftrongly tiel; 
■e g held ” car the fire > grew exceeding turgid and hard; but 
afterwards being brought nearer to the fire, it fuddenly broke, 
with fo loud a noife as made us for a while after almolt deaf. 

3 ' with blowli bladLt ‘ hat kam t0 Avim ’ t0 fupP ° rt the *s 

I have ventur’d. 

Like httle wanton boys, that fwim on bladders - 
I lieie many fummers, in a fea of Hory • 

But far beyond my depth : my highblown pride 
At length broke under me. TT \ms 

4 ■ A blifter ; a puftule. Shakefp. Henry VIII, 

BlaWr-nut. n.f {.Jlaphylodendron, Lat.l A plant. 

The fpecies are r TK COntainm S M feeds in of a fcull. 

1 ilr. , 5 • The common wild bladder-?iut o T'Kf 

leaves ‘fS** 3 - Bladder-nut , with fingle'flW 
eaves. 4. Bladder-nut , with narrow bay leaves <• Tk g 
leaved American bladder-nut, with cut leaves Thl fl a Jftr 
trees is found wild in the wo’ods, anl ^other Aalv Iff ft? 
northern parts of England. The fecond fore i F P CeS ’ m the 

!ut is fo hardy as to endure the fevereff n c 
climate, in the open air. Both thefe kinds „! k d ° f our 
by fowing their feeds early in the fprinv Th C .. E ’ r0 P a g' i ted > 
grow in England to the height of twelve I ft W “ common 'y 
Bla'dder-sena. n.f. [«/X Lan Th f ™tteen feet . Mill 

, ,.It hath a papilionaceous flower foccIedldT 2 

bhng the inflated bladder of filhc’ in wV h by P ° ds ’ refcmb " 

veral kidney fhaped feeds Th r ’ " wblc h are contained fe- 

growto the height ofeghtl h te P f::r ^ 

G & ft? teet 5 and ? among flowerincr 

3 -Ct » 

trees. 




